
JMC 483 MEDIA AND DEMOCRACY 
Monday/Wednesday, 2:30-3:45 p.m. 

Professor Richard A. Lee 
 

This course is a seminar that will examine the external factors that affect the content and 
quality of news and the media’s relationship with a healthy democracy. Students will explore 
the conflict between news organizations’ needs to generate profits and their responsibility to 
keep citizens informed. The course also will examine the growth of the Internet and social 
networks and their impact on quality journalism.  
 
Class topics will include: 
 
State of the Industry 

 This is a critical time for the media industry. The downturn in the economy has led to 
cutbacks and layoffs that make it more difficult to produce quality news. On the other 
hand, because of websites, blogs, YouTube and social networks, people now have more 
ways than ever to obtain news and information. We will take a look at the current 
media landscape and discuss what lies ahead. 

 
The Role of Comedy  

 Why are more and more Americans learning about important news events – and 
shaping opinions – from comedy shows such as The Daily Show and The Colbert 
Report. What does all this mean? For government? For the media? For democracy?  

 
Ethics and Corruption 

 Just how corrupt is politics? Has the media sensationalized the issue? How does political 
corruption affect public policy? 

 
Sports 

 How do sports and government intersect? Are there differences in how the media 
covers them? 

 
Privacy 

 Where do we draw the line in terms of privacy for our public officials? When is it 
appropriate for the media to delve into the private lives of public figures? When is it 
simply sensationalism or voyeurism? 

 
  



Speeches 

 President Obama delivers the annual State of the Union Address in January, so we will 
discuss speeches in general and this one in particular, with an emphasis on media 
coverage. 

 
Media/Government Relations 

 Press secretaries and others bridge the gap between journalists and elected officials. Is 
their role changing as the relationship between government and the media grows more 
confrontational? 

 
Shadow Government 

 Many government institutions often are overlooked by citizens and the press, yet they 
affect our quality of life. These include local government (municipalities, counties, 
school boards), unknown government (authorities, commissions and other agencies), 
and shadow government (advocacy groups, lobbyists and special interests). 

 
Taxes  

 With income taxes dues on April 15, we will discuss the volatile issue of taxes. Why is 
the word off-limits for politicians?  Does the media discourage the likelihood of honest, 
constructive debate on the issues? 

 
Re-Inventing Government Workshop 

 In his book A More Perfect Constitution, Political Analyst Larry Sabato argues that crucial 
revisions to the U.S. Constitution and the structure of our government are needed. We 
will examine Sabato’s recommendations, discuss which ones are most feasible and 
begin to develop our own ideas for reinventing government.  

 
Reinventing Media Workshop 

 In the same spirit as the Reinventing Government Workshop, we will examine a variety 
of new media models and develop our own recommendations. 

http://amoreperfectconstitution.com/

